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¶ Accreditation of Prior Learning and Achievement (APLA). 

These terms broadly describe the same process. GQA Qualifications uses the term Recognition of Prior Learning 

Guidance for Centres 
 
All evidence must be evaluated/assessed using the learning outcomes and assessment criteria from the unit or units 

being claimed. In assessing a unit using RPL, the Assessor must be satisfied that the evidence produced by the 

learner meets the assessment standard established by the learning outcome and its related assessment criteria. 

Centres must have personnel with appropriate expertise and knowledge to facilitate this and make decisions about 

RPL. Evidence used for RPL will be subject to internal and external quality assurance procedures as all other 

assessment methods. 

 

Assessment as part of RPL is a structured process for gathering and reviewing evidence and making judgments 

about a learners’ prior learning and experience in relation to assessment standards. The Assessor may be looking 

at work experience records, validated by managers; previous portfolios of evidence put together by the learner or 

essays and reports validated as being the learner’s own unaided work. Assessment must be valid and reliable to 

ensure the integrity of the award of unit(s) and the evidence gathered needs to meet the standards of the unit, or 

part of unit, that the evidence is being used for. 

Evidence to support prior learning decisions needs to ensure the currency of the learner’s knowledge, skills and 

achievement within the context of the Unit(s) being assessed. GQA does not set a general time limit for the currency 

of evidence of prior learning or experience. Supplementary questioning may be undertaken by an occupationally 

competent Assessor in order to ascertain the currency of a learner’s prior learning or experience 

 

Centres wishing to carry out RPL must ensure that: 

¶ Identification of any achievement through RPL is prior to learners taking a qualification 

¶ It is relevant to the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding which will be assessed as part of a 

qualification 

¶ Learners are registered as soon as they formally start to gather evidence 


